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Purpose of the audit 
STAND North Wales CIC hosts a parent focus group in Denbighshire, “STAND for CHANGE”, 
who highlighted the difficulties they have faced whilst trying to locate a suitable, inclusive and 
accessible play spaces for their children to use. 
 
Parents and professionals living in Denbighshire and supported by STAND North Wales CIC 
were asked to visit local playgrounds and complete an audit of the facilities available. The 
purpose of the audit was to investigate whether play spaces in Denbighshire are designed in 
such a way that support inclusive play for children and young people of all ages and abilities. 
 
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 311, states: 
“That every child has the right to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities 
appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts. 
That member governments shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully 
in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal 
opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.” 
 
 

How the audit was conducted 
The audit submissions were open from 24th February until 20th May 2022. During this period, 
we have collected 36 responses. Responses were gathered from a mix of parents and 
professionals. The audit was issued in print-out format and was advertised both through emails 
and social media. The audit consisted of nine headings, with two - ten questions under each 
heading. To ensure as complete a picture as possible, we asked that all questions were 
answered. 
 

 

Representation within the audit 
It is important to note that the park audit was designed to include all play spaces within 
Denbighshire, whether they are owned by the council, housing association or privately. Of the 
36 audits conducted, 22 of these were for playgrounds and play areas owned by Denbighshire 
County Council, according to the list of play areas available on their website 
(https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/leisure-and-tourism/play-areas/play-areas.aspx). 
 
For this audit, all 36 play spaces audited will be considered and responses recorded to give a 
rounded view of play space suitability across Denbighshire and not limited to sites that are 
owned purely by the Local Authority. The number of play spaces identified as owned and 
maintained by Denbighshire County Council has been determined by cross-referencing site 
names supplied within the completed individual audits against the list supplied on the 
Denbighshire County Council website above. 
 
Denbighshire County Council owned and maintained play spaces  
 

 
1 https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_united_nations_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf 

https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/leisure-and-tourism/play-areas/play-areas.aspx
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The Denbighshire County Council website lists 98 play areas in open spaces and recreation 
grounds: 
 

Distribution of Play Spaces Owned and 
Maintained by DCC 

Bodelwyddan 3 (3.1%) 

Corwen 4 (4.1%) 

Denbigh 9 (9.2%) 

Dyserth 2 (2.0%) 
Llangollen 2 (2.0%) 

Meliden 3 (3.1%) 

Prestatyn 13 (13.3%) 

Rhuddlan 3 (3.1%) 

Rhyl 24 (24.5%) 

Ruthin 8 (8.2%) 

St Asaph 6 (6.1%) 
Other Areas 21 (21.4%) 

Table: Breakdown of Denbighshire County Council owned and 
maintained play spaces by area 

The Denbighshire County Council website only offers site names under each of the above listed 
headings and offers no further information which would be of benefit to both local and visiting 
families who may be unfamiliar with the area and sites listed on the website. 
 
Information that would therefore be useful for the purposes of inclusion, accessibility and 
tourist information could include but not be limited to: 
 

• Accurate postcodes or addresses for the sites. 

• Catagorisation or identification of the open spaces and recreation grounds provided 
(i.e. playground, playing field, nature reserve, etc). 

• Indication of facilities on site or nearby such as local amenities and toilet facilities. 

• Photographs of the site for identification purposes and to help potential site visitors 
determine suitability of the space provided for their needs. 

• Direct contact information regarding play facilities within Denbighshire (At present 
residents may report a maintenance issue through the website but no further contact 
details are accessible). 

• Information indicating how inclusive or accessible play spaces may be for families 
supporting children with additional needs and/or disabilities, or for families with limited 
mobility. 
 

Further recommendations could also include facilitation of reviews and comments from the 
public regarding the play space and their experience using the facilities. 
 
Due to the lack of information available on the Denbighshire County Council website regarding 
the sites that are owned and maintained, it has proved difficult to determine suitability of the 
spaces for families, particularly for those supporting children and young people with additional 
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needs and disabilities who often struggle to find suitable outdoor spaces for their dependants 
to explore that are both suitable and inclusive to their needs. 
 
Similarly, there seems to be no dedicated social media presence for any of the Denbighshire 
play spaces listed above; though the Denbighshire County Council Facebook page does have a 
history of displaying information relating to park closures and reopening, but again, does not 
offer further information relating to facilities, accessibility, inclusivity etc. 
 
Breakdown of audited play spaces 
 
Participants were asked to explore their local area within Denbighshire and audit as many play 
spaces as they could identify and were able to access during the audit period. 
 

Play Space 
Area 

Total Number of 
Play Spaces 

Owned by DCC 

Number of Play 
Spaces in each 
area audited 

Number of DCC 
Owned and 

maintained play 
spaces audited 

Percentage of 
DCC parks 

audited per area 

Bodelwyddan 3 2 1 33.3% 

Corwen 4 1 1 25.0% 

Denbigh 9 7 1 11.1% 
Dyserth 2 0 0 0.0% 

Llangollen 2 1 1 50.0% 

Meliden 3 1 1 33.3% 

Prestatyn 13 6 5 38.5% 
Rhuddlan 3 1 1 33.3% 

Rhyl 24 12 6 25.0% 

Ruthin 8 0 0 0.0% 

St Asaph 6 4 3 50.0% 
Other 21 1 1 4.8% 

Table: Breakdown of play spaces audited across Denbighshire by area 

 
In total, 36 play areas were audited by members of the STAND North Wales CIC Denbighshire 
parent focus group, STAND for CHANGE, along with audits completed with thanks by the 
Denbighshire County Council Accessible Play Co-Ordination team. Of the 36 audits completed, 
22 of these (61.1%) were completed against Denbighshire County Council owned and 
maintained play spaces; the remaining 12 spaces are owned either privately or by housing 
associations. 
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Question Summaries 
Access to parks and play spaces 
 
Section One of the park audit focused on the accessibility of the play spaces across 
Denbighshire. Participants were asked to consider whether the play space could be access by 
public transport, private transport or by foot as well as the access pathway conditions which 
might impact access to the sites for families using mobility aids. 
 
Of the 36 parks we audited we found that whilst the majority of the play spaces did have 
parking opportunities, allocated accessible parking was not often available: 
 

• 32 of the 36 (88.9%) were considered to be accessible by car, however, only 22 of these 
(61.1%) were considered to have parking spaces close to the site and only 7 (19.4%) of 
these sites with nearby parking had allocated accessible parking spaces. 

 
Questions relating to public transport routes provided varies results; the majority of play 
spaces are considered to be accessible by foot, many of the play spaces audited are considered 
to be close to bus routes, fewer are accessible by train. 
 

Travel Accessibility to Play Spaces in 
Denbighshire 

Means of transport 
to Play Space 

Number of 
Accessible 

Play Spaces 

Percentage 
of Accessible 
Play Spaces 

Accessible by Foot 35* 97.2% 

Accessible by Car 32 88.9% 

Accessible by Bus 29 80.6% 

Accessible by Train 14 38.9% 
Table: Breakdown of access routes to the 36 Play Spaces audited 

 
*NB: One of the Play Spaces audited was situated in a residential 
area of Denbigh and is for local resident use and not for the general 
public 

 
Auditors were asked to assess the access routes to and around the play spaces and consider 
whether access paths were wide to allow for mobility devices and pushchairs, as well as surface 
conditions, safety signposting and accessible, safe crossing points with dropped kerbs near the 
assessed Play Spaces. Below are the findings: 
 

• 29 (80.6%) of the play spaces had smooth surfaces to walk on around the Play Space 
Site 

o 7 (19.4%) of the sites either did not have footpaths to use or had alternatives 
such as gravel, woodchip or grass which may not be considered an accessible 
material for individuals using mobility aids. 

• Only 18 (50.0%) of the play spaces had “wide paths” (minimum 1.2m wide). 

• 15 (41.7%) of the play spaces did not have safe crossing points with dropped kerbs 
nearby. 
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Information Available about the Play Spaces 
 
Participants conducting audits were asked to consider both the online availability of 
information and the on-site availability of information relating to the play space visited. 
 

• Only one (2.8%) of the play spaces that was audited by STAND North Wales members 
has a dedicated website with information relating to the space is available. (Skate Park, 
Rhyl : https://www.maverickskateparks.co.uk/rhyl). This website offers photographs of 
the site and information about the skating facilities, as well as a full address. 

o The contact information on the website is for “Maverick Industries” and does 
not include maintenance contact information or facilities information 

 
The Denbighshire County Council website does not offer any information relating to owned 
and maintained Play Spaces other than names and catchment area (for further information, 
please see section: Denbighshire County Council owned and maintained play spaces).  
 
Potential Play Space visitors are able to access a limited amount of information regarding Play 
Spaces online through third-party websites (such as TripAdvisor), which are not thoroughly 
maintained or regulated, and do no offer adequate information relating to the spaces such as 
addresses including postcodes, contact information, recommended age-range for the play 
space on-site and nearby facilities or information relating to accessible and inclusive play 
opportunities. Photographs of play spaces are sometimes provided on these third-party sites, 
but not always as they are peer submitted. 
 
With regards to physical signage present at the Play Spaces audited only 25 (69.4%) Play Spaces 
of the 36 that were audited had a sign or signs present providing information for site visitors. 
Below is a table demonstrating the breakdown of this signage and information provided: 
 

Play Space Information Present On-Site 

Signage Accessibility 

Number of play spaces 
with signage present 

(out of the 25 
identified) 

Total number of 
play spaces with 
signage present 

Information available in braille, symbols/pictorial 
images, or other alternative communication means 

6 (24.0%) 6 (16.7%) 

Signage located at Wheelchair or child-friendly height 
(i.e. 1 meter from the ground) 

15 (60.0%) 15 (41.7%) 

Play Spaces including Maps to help with navigation of 
the site* 

0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%) 

Signage including maintenance contact information 11 (44.0%) 11 (30.6%) 
Table: Breakdown of Play Space signage and what is included 

 
 
Across all sections relating to signage and maintenance information online and at the Play 
Space, less than half (41.7%) of the Play Spaces assessed offered signage at wheelchair or 

https://www.maverickskateparks.co.uk/rhyl
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child-friendly height and only 16.7% of the Play Spaces offered information to visitors in 
alternative communication means such as images or symbols. 
 
Accessible restrooms near the Play Space 
 
Suitable restroom availability differed greatly across the county, with less than half of the 
parks audited having accessible restrooms within 500 m of the Play Space 
 

Accessible restrooms located near Denbighshire 
Play Spaces 

Number of Play 
Spaces 

Percentage of 
Play Spaces 

Accessible restroom on site or within 500 meters of the 
Play Space 

14 38.9% 

The restroom has changing facilities for babies and small 
children 

3 8.3% 

The restroom has changing facilities for children and 
adults 

1 2.8% 

Table: Breakdown of restroom facilities near Play Spaces in Denbighshire 

 
As the information above outlines, only 38.9% of the play spaces that were investigated 
offered restroom access within 500 meters of the site, with a mere 8.3% of play spaces 
offering changing facilities suitable for babies and small children, and only one site offering 
changing facilities suitable for larger children or adults to utilise. 
 
It is also worth noting that as well as the lack of accessible restroom opportunities for families 
that may require bathroom break assistance, that the availability of refreshment 
opportunities within 500 meters of the Play Spaces also varies greatly; though most parks had 
opportunities to acquire refreshments in under 1000 meters, such distances can prove 
troublesome for families with limited mobility to access. 
 
Accessibility for limited mobility users 
 
Accessibility of play spaces and opportunities for limited mobility users is crucial in determining 
the suitability of a play space for families with additional needs and disabilities. Limited mobility 
covers families requiring wheelchair access as well as those utilising push chairs and other 
mobility devices to gain access and travel across play spaces. 
 
Auditors reported that only 6 of the 36 sites (16.7%) visited provided limited mobility spaces 
and equipment within the play space, and of those six only 83.3% of the play spaces with 
accessible equipment provided accessible pathways leading to the equipment. 
 
Safety 
 
Consideration was given regarding safety aspects present at the Play Spaces audited across 
Denbighshire. The audit focused on issues such as safety barriers to prevent children/young 
people from leaving the play space perimeter accidently, visibility and access across the play 
space and access to child-friendly planting within the play space 
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Safety Considerations for Play Spaces in Denbighshire 

Safety considerations 
Number 

positively 
identified 

Percentage of 
Play Spaces 

Are all play points within the space easily visible? 27 75.0% 

Is there fencing or barriers around the perimeter of the play space to 
restrict individuals running off? 

31 86.1% 

Are changes in slopes clearly identified within the space? 
(eg. Colour or textural variations) 

4 11.1% 

Are plants “child safe”? 
(eg. No thorns, non toxic and not sharp) 

27 75.0% 

Table: Breakdown of safety considerations in Denbighshire Play Spaces 

 
It is worth noting that with regards to slope markings, that slopes and changes in gradient 
would not be present across all Play Spaces in Denbighshire and so there would be no 
requirement for marking them – Therefore, the number positively identified is not necessarily 
a true reflection of the number and percentage of Play Spaces which should have markings 
present for accessibility and safety purposes. 
 
Of the Play Spaces in Denbighshire that were subject to the audit, 27 of the play spaces were 
identified as having “child safe” plants; though this number also includes play spaces that did 
not have any planting present. 

• Please see section: Sensory Play Engagement 
 
Sensory Play engagement 
 
Inclusive and accessible play spaces should encourage sensory engagement within the play 
space, which would including engaging senses of touch, movement and coordination, smell, 
sound and vision. 
 

Can the below senses be fully engaged? 

Number of Play 
Spaces 

positively 
engaged 

Percentage of 
Play Spaces 
positively 
engaged 

Sight/visual: Textures and shapes, Reflected light, Strong colours, 
contrast, pattern 

18 50.0% 

Sound: Movement and/or switch activated, engaging large and small 
motor movements. Achieved by playing with water, sound 
makers/instruments or electronically activated sound 

5 13.9% 

Scent: Planting 4 11.1% 

Tactile: Carvings, range of materials, sand, water, loose parts, range 
of surface textures and materials 

7 19.4% 

Movement and balance: Exploring balance, coordination, strength, 
spatial awareness and dynamic movement 

23 63.9% 

Can at least three of the above senses be engaged and fully accessed 
from both a seated and standing position? 

8 22.2% 

Table: Breakdown of Sensory Play Engagement identified in Denbighshire Play Spaces 
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Movement and Balance are the most readily engaged sense across play spaces in Denbighshire, 
with 63.8% of Play Spaces audited offering engagement opportunities; this was followed by 
visual engagement in 50.0% of play spaces. 
 
Tactile opportunities, alongside scenting opportunities and audio engagement are much less 
likely to be engaged in Play Spaces in Denbighshire, with only four sites offering planting within 
the boundaries for sensory engagement within the play space. 
 
Just over one-fifth of the Play Spaces audited engage three or more of the senses in their play 
opportunities. 
 
Social and physical play engagement 
 
As well as sensory engagement within Play Spaces, inclusive and accessibly Play Spaces should 
offer opportunities for individuals to engage in a range of different play style opportunities, 
including solo-play, group play and physical play opportunities. 
 

Opportunities for Social and Physical Play Engagement 
within the Play Space 

Number of Play Spaces 
positively engaged 

Percentage of Play 
Spaces positively 

engaged 
Is there equipment/facility to encourage gross motor 
skills? Eg. Climbing, swinging 

30 83.3% 

Is there an open space to enable individuals to play 
imaginative games together? 

29 80.6% 

Is there equipment/facility for individuals that require 
physical and active play? Eg. Climbing structures 

29 80.6% 

Are there spaces for group games or sport activities 
that can be accessed by all playground attendants? 

22 61.1% 

Is there equipment/facility to encourage opportunity 
for risk and challenge? Eg. Elevated play areas, large 
equipment etc, that is accessible to all? 

15 41.7% 

Is there equipment/facility to encourage fine motor 
skills? Eg. Water, sand, interactive items that are 
twistable etc 

11 30.6% 

Are there opportunities for individuals to play with 
natural materials? 

10 27.8% 

Does the play space offer play opportunities for the 
whole family? 

10 27.8% 

Are there quiet spaces for peaceful play, alone or in 
groups? 

5 13.9% 

Are there private spaces to play and hide, for quiet 
play within the play space and near the entrance? 

4 11.1% 

Table: Breakdown of Play style opportunities within Denbighshire Play Spaces 

 
The audit highlighted that most of the Denbighshire Play Spaces that we audited offer 
opportunities to engage gross motor skills, with most Play Spaces offering equipment to 
engage movement through climbing or swinging. Open spaces for imaginative and active play 
were also available at the majority of Play Spaces audited and nearly two-thirds of the Play 
Spaces offered opportunities and space for group games or sports activities. 
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Opportunities for individuals to play in private spaces that may be quieter than the rest of the 
site were much lower; these sorts of opportunities are important for children and individuals 
who may become overwhelmed in open spaces, or when exposed to too many stimuli and 
require time and space to regulate themselves. 
 
Rest spaces 
 
As well play opportunities, rest opportunities on the sites were also considered. Regardless of 
disabilities and additional needs, rest opportunities are an essential part of Play Spaces, as 
they allow individuals to rest and recuperate. 
 
Auditors were asked to examine the Play Spaces and consider the rest opportunities present. 
 

Seating , tables and shade to provide rest spaces 

Number of Play 
Spaces 

positively 
engaged 

Percentage of 
Play Spaces 
positively 
engaged 

Is there seating and table facilities near the play space? 24 66.7% 

Are tables suitable for those using mobility devices? Eg. Are 
tables positioned so that wheelchair users can position their legs 
under tables? 

1 2.8% 

Do some seats have arm rests and back rests? 11 30.6% 

Is there suitable space for park visitors using mobility devices to 
sit between other people without obstructing pathways? 

18 50.0% 

Is seating located throughout the park along pathways? 12 33.3% 

Is there a designated seating area? 19 52.8% 

Is any of the play equipment located in a shaded area? (either 
under trees, canopies or other shade structures) 

4 11.1% 

Are there shaded areas outside of the play area that can be used 
by play space attendants? (either under trees, canopies or other 
shade structures) 

9 25.0% 

Table: Breakdown of Sensory Play Engagement identified in Denbighshire Play Spaces 

 
The above figures give an outline of the rest spaces you can except to encounter in 
Denbighshire Play Spaces. 
 
It should be noted, however, that in many cases that “designated seating areas” were 
identified to have a single bench, and that auditors had marked “Is there seating and table 
facilities near the play space?” with “Yes” but commented that tables were not present and 
that only benches were available (though not all of the audits specified this information) – If 
consideration had been given to the availability of both benches and table facilities, the 
numbers would be lower. 
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Conclusions to be drawn from the summary 
 
Results from the park audit across Denbighshire were varied. Whilst it can be appreciated that 
not all of the Denbighshire-owned parks were audited, and that additional parks outside of 
Denbighshire’s remit were included, the likelihood is that the results would be similar across 
the board – Denbighshire play spaces would not be considered to be inclusive or accessible to 
families supporting individuals with additional needs and disabilities. 
 
There is a complete lack of online presence with regards to play spaces and their suitability for 
families supporting individuals with additional needs and disabilities; the lack of information 
both written and visual means that it is hard for families to determine suitability of the site if 
they have not visited before and may therefore discourage families and groups from accessing 
these play opportunities. 
 
Activities and facilities available at the Play Spaces were also varied, but results of the audit 
indicated that very few of the Denbighshire play spaces were suitable for sensory exploration 
and were therefore likely to exclude engagement from visitors with sensory needs. Similarly, 
few of the Play Spaces host accessible restrooms close to the site, which can be discouraging 
for families that would require such facilities in order to consider accessing the sites.  
 
Similarly, only six of the play spaces (16.7%) that were audited were identified as having at 
least wheelchair or limited mobility equipment available at the play space, with one auditor 
noting that the wheelchair accessible roundabout at their local Play Space had recently been 
removed. 
 
In conclusion, of the Denbighshire Play Spaces visited and Audited by STAND North Wales CIC’s 
parent focus group, “STAND for CHANGE”, and those audited by the Denbighshire County 
Council Accessible Play Co-Ordination team, we found that not a single play space would be 
considered fully accessible and inclusive for children, young people or adults with additional 
needs and disabilities. Whilst some of the play spaces were better equipped than others, not 
a single site that was audited contained a fully accessible and inclusive experience for site 
visitors.  
 

Other evidence to support conclusions drawn 
 
Play Wales highlight the importance of inclusive play opportunities and have created a Toolkit 
to be used with consideration when designing an inclusive space2. 
 
Inclusive and accessible play opportunities have been highlighted in the media in recent times. 
SCOPE are campaigning for inclusive playground opportunities in their “Let’s Play Fair” 
campaign3, calling for the Government to introduce a £37 million Inclusive Playground Fund in 
order to transform play spaces and integrate inclusive play opportunities across Britain. 
 

 
2 https://www.playwales.org.uk/eng/inclusion 
3 https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/lets-play-fair/ 
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SCOPE estimate that roughly half of all disabled children face accessibility issues within their 
local playgrounds, and that an estimated 1 in 10 children become hurt using inaccessible 
equipment in their local parks. 
 
 

All children should have equal access to play 
 
Children across Wales are being denied the opportunity to play and develop friendships as a 
direct result of exclusion from use of their local play facilities, which have not been designed 
with inclusivity and accessibility for all in mind. 
 
Play is an essential aspect of growth and development. Through play, children build their 
confidence, social skills and communication skills, develop their abilities to care for others 
and care for their environments. Play also encourages children to be healthy and happy and 
also feel safe within their communities. 
 
Play is recognised by law as a fundamental human right in 
accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. Children have the right to have fun in the way that 
they want, to engage in play and recreational activities 
appropriate to their age and ability, and the right to rest 
and leisure. 
 
Inclusion is now promoted by law and government policy 
in particularly the disability discrimination act 2005 and 
subsequent amendment which set out the basic legal 
duties in promoting equality for disabled people and 
children. It includes obligations to make permanent 
physical adjustments to allow access to indoor and 
outdoor leisure centres, adventure playgrounds and play 
areas in parks and play groups. 
 
Inclusive and accessible Play Spaces are particularly 
important now that Britain is entering a Cost of Living 
Crisis – Free, inclusive spaces for children of all abilities 
will become an essential resource for communities to 
encourage healthy, active lifestyle practices at minimal 
cost to parents whose finances will already be pushed 
with current living costs and climates. 
 

  

Inclusivity and accessibility 
with relation to play are not 
mutually exclusive terms. 
 
Inclusivity in play, by nature, 
means that everyone can 
participate in or engage with 
the activity or environment.  
 
Accessibility means that every 
individual can utilise or use it.  
 
Inclusive and accessible Play 
Spaces, therefore, are 
designed so that everyone can 
play together without 
exclusion or segregation 
based on user ability and 
needs, race or gender – Which 
in turn reduce anxieties 
surrounding discrimination for 
all users. 
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Recommendations 
 
Local Councils and Housing developments  
 

• Local councils should evaluate their playground and play spaces to ensure that they 
are inclusive and accessible, and where they are not to allocate funding to ensure 
inclusive play opportunities within their communities. 

• When a housing association is creating new developments and providing play spaces, 
these should also reflect good, inclusive play practices. 

• Consider updating local play space signage to include accessible formats such as 
pictorial information or braille suitable for site visitors who may be visually impaired 
or have communication difficulties. 

• Allocate funding and resources to create and maintain a Play Space information page, 
which would include information regarding play opportunities, accessibility of play 
equipment and facilities local to the play space for families to consider prior to their 
visit and presented in an easy-read format. 

• New developments of Play Spaces reflect the diversity of children, including those 
with additional needs and disabilities in the planning stages and be reflected within 
the design and implementation of the Play Space. 

 
Local Authorities 
 

• Allocate additional funding to create inclusive and accessible spaces. 

• Ensure future play spaces engage on a multi-sensory level to promote inclusivity of 
neurodivergent users. 

• Local authority evaluates the current playgrounds using the STAND checklist and 
allocate funds to ensure there is at least three inclusive playgrounds across 
Denbighshire. 

• Allocate funding and resources to create and maintain a Play Space information page 
online, which would include information regarding play opportunities, accessibility of 
play equipment and facilities local to the play space for families to consider prior to 
their visit and presented in an easy-read format. 

• When planning applications for a playground or play space are submitted that local 
planners use our checklist to ensure that the design demonstrates inclusive play. 

• Local authorities should evaluate and ensure that all children are able to access play 
spaces within their local community – That can be accessed either by using either 
public transport, car or walking. 

• Local authorities will consult with children and families before and after designing a 
new play space to ensure it meets the needs of the community. 

• Integrate appropriate rest spaces within play spaces which are inclusive of 
opportunities for wheelchair and mobility device users to utilise. 

• Provide adequate restroom facilities suitable for the needs of all site users. 

• Ensure playground equipment is accessible for children and young people with low/no 
vision and other sensory impairments by providing brightly coloured equipment, safety 
markings, patterns to designate risk, textures to ensure children with visual 
impairments can feel, identifiable boundaries, textile play spaces including water 
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features and sound boxes, sand features, and textured paths around the play space and 
sound-localised queues with audible information. 

 
Welsh Government 
 

• Allocate additional funding to create free inclusive and accessible spaces so that there 
are no costs to families wishing to access facilities for each local authority in Wales. 

• Ensure all local authorities design and construct play spaces that are accessible and 
inclusive to all attendants. 

• To comply with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
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About STAND North Wales CIC 
 
STAND North Wales was formed by Yvonne Brookes and Sarah McCulloch as a not-for-profit 
Community Interest Company in response to the closure of organisations representing 
families of children and young adults with Speech, Language and Communication Needs, 
Additional Needs and Disabilities in North Wales and is a parent led organisation. 
 
This audit was conducted to determine the suitability of play spaces within Denbighshire, 
with particular interest regarding the inclusivity and accessibility of existing sites across 
Denbighshire that many of the families we support are currently accessing. 
 
For more information about STAND North Wales CIC, please visit our website: 
www.standnw.org 
 
If you have any queries, would like to know more about STAND North Wales CIC, or would 
like to receive information regarding our training, events and workshops for parents, carers 
and professionals, please email our admin Samantha@standnw.org or call 07570 583 842 
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